United Nations’ Universal Periodic Review Process (UPR)
Background paper for Human Rights Consortium Scotland (HRCS) 
Introduction

This is a brief background paper prepared for HRCS members to inform civil society engagement with the UN Human Rights Council’s review of the UK’s human rights record.  The process is known as a Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and includes a hearing in Geneva on 24th May 2012.
 It provides basic information about the UPR, as well as some useful links to further information.
The UPR process is a relatively new and unique Human Rights Council procedure whereby all 192 UN Member States have the whole range of their human rights records reviewed by other States. Its aim is to hold States to account for human rights violations, and to increase international visibility of countries’ human rights situations using a cooperative and fair process. 

The process

Each country is reviewed every four years, with the UK’s first review in 2008.
 The review is based on a State report, information from UN human rights bodies and experts, and NGO contributions (called the stakeholder report). A 3-hour interactive debate is held at the Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland, between Member States, where questions can be asked, issues raised and recommendations made. Unlike other UN human rights mechanisms, during the first 4 year cycle, all States engaged with the process by submitting reports. 

The outcome

The outcome of the review is a document containing concrete recommendations for improvement for the State under review.
 Examples of the 58 recommendations made to the UK in the last review are: 

· “to set up a strategic oversight body, such as a commission on violence against women, to ensure greater coherence and more effective protection for women. (India)” 

· “To reconsider its position about the continued legality of corporal 
punishment against children. (Sweden)”

The HRCS and UPR

The HRCS submitted information to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
 to be included in the stakeholder report. We believe that continued engagement with the process is useful to raise important issues relating to Scotland at the UN. We also think that the outcomes of the review can be a useful tool for civil society when calling for change nationally and internationally.

The HRCS submission contained information on key issues of concern in Scotland. These are:

· Failure to incorporate ratified UN Treaties and need for legal clarity

· Lack of evidence on explicit compliance with human rights law and duties

· Need for a Human Rights Committee to be established at Scottish Parliament

· Demonisation of human rights

· Access to Justice

· Business and Human Rights Agenda

· A more clearly understood role in Scotland of National Human Rights Institutions which have been awarded Status A by the UN.

· Need for Education and Training so that pressure for changes comes from grassroots as well as from governors and managers

· Monitoring and Accountability

· Process of Reviewing Compatibility

A copy of the full submission, previously circulated to members, is available from Shirley Bradley shirleybradley@gdaonline.co.uk. The HRCS hopes that civil society in Scotland will engage with us in the UPR process to promote and protect human rights in Scotland.
Useful WebPages

UN Human Rights Council: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/HumanRightsBodies.aspx 

Equality and Human Rights Commission:

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/universal-periodic-review/how-the-upr-works/ 
Scottish Human Rights Commission

http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/international/uprinternational
NGOs:  http://www.upr-info.org/             http://www.ishr.ch/upr  

Sarah Booth, HRCS Volunteer, 2012. 
� The UN Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body made up of 47 UN Member States. For more information see �HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx"�http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx� 


� For highlights of the session see �HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Highlights10April2008am.aspx"�http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Highlights10April2008am.aspx� 


� For the recommendations of the UK’s last review in 2008, see Report of the Working Group (English) at �HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR%5CPAGES%5CGBSession1.aspx"�http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR%5CPAGES%5CGBSession1.aspx� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G08/136/44/PDF/G0813644.pdf?OpenElement"�http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G08/136/44/PDF/G0813644.pdf?OpenElement� 


� This is the UN body which provides support to the Human Rights Council
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